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these subjects to a central authority would
appear to amount to an encroachment on the
sovereignty now possessed by the constituent
states of the future.   At the present time they
undoubtedly   possess   full   jurisdiction   over
many of these subjects, but  over some  of
them the Government of India exercises direct
or indirect control, though the right of de-
cision still belongs to the states.   If, therefore,
the states were to be persuaded to part with
their jurisdiction they would be entitled to
insist that they should be adequately repre-
sented in the federal authority.   They would
be entitled to demand that the institutions
which would exercise jurisdiction in matters
of common concern should be so constituted
that important questions of policy would not
be decided by the mere weight of numbers.
The Federal Council as here proposed pre-
serves the legitimate rights of the states with-
out in any way weakening the central authority
created for the whole of India.
The only objection to this proposal, though
resulting merely from a democratic fiction
rather than from practical statesmanship, would
be that it sets up a non-elective body above the
British Indian Parliament with wide executive